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The RER 100: Top Rental Equipment Companies of 2016 

By Michael Roth 
  
After five consecutive years of growth, the RER 100 took a bit of a tumble in 2016. Not a large drop – 2.9 percent – and a good chunk of that 
was a major company, NES Rentals, being acquired and coming off the list. But after five consecutive years of growth – four years of double-
digit increases and 2015 revenue up 9.2 percent – 2016 results were a far cry from the energy of this growth cycle. And, speaking of energy, 
it was precisely the energy industry that caused the slowdown with the RER 100, specifically the oil-and-gas segment. 
  
Almost 20 companies specifically said their revenues were affected by the slump in the oil-and-gas market, and a number of others didn’t 
mention it but based on their location and previous conversations, clearly their revenues were affected. It is not so much that rental 
companies are renting directly to energy exploration firms, although many of them do. It is more the economic activity going on upstream. 
Oil and gas workers need accommodations, restaurants, hotels, and many more services. Roads are required to reach energy exploration 
sites, and pipelines require massive construction. The oil-and-gas slowdown has greatly affected the rental business in Texas, Oklahoma, all 
through the Gulf Coast region, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Colorado, the Dakotas, the province of Alberta and more. What is the expectation going 
forward? It’s difficult to say and observers of the energy industry have different opinions. While national rental companies reported 
increased demand in the first quarter, oil prices around press time have tumbled into the $40 range. Still, RER 100 companies are reporting 
that for the most part, their customers in the rental industry have fairly high expectations for 2017. 
  
The same high expectations apply to construction in general and most rental companies are reporting that they started 2017 with more 
rental activity than in 2016. Customers seem to be busy and to have enough projects in the books to keep them busy this year and next. 
Cautious optimism is the prevailing sentiment as rental companies remember the last recession and are innately hesitant to expand too 
quickly. In general, rental companies and their customers are more optimistic about 2017 than they were about 2016.  
  
Will there be a massive investment in infrastructure spending? Rental people are hopeful but few are taking that expectation for granted. 
Although the Trump Administration has referred to plans to invest in infrastructure, rental company executives say that if that occurs, it 
won’t happen in 2017, and they aren’t counting on it at all. While the overall list was off a bit, the top 10 of the RER 100 did pretty well, 
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although their revenue increases were smaller than in recent years. After five consecutive years of double-digit jumps, the top 10 only 
increased by 4.9 percent in 2016.   
  
Overall for those companies that reported rental volume increases in 2016 – and about half of the listees did post increases – there were 
fewer dramatic double-digit increases than we have seen in recent years, although more than 20 companies posted double-digit hikes. 
However, there were more than a dozen double-digit rental volume declines, mostly attributable to the oil-and-gas slowdown. 
  
Non-residential construction appears to be strong for the next year. Predictions from Associated General Contractors and IHS point to a 
solid year for construction, and most rental companies say their customers expect the same. With those expectations and those of rental 
customers, the RER 100 is likely to return to more significant growth next year. We will see. 
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1 UNITED RENTALS (1) Stamford, 
Conn. Michael Kneeland 
www.ur.com 

$4,941.00 $5,762.00 968 Essentially flat year 
over year, but made 
big splash in January 
'17 with acquisition of 
NES Rentals 
(revenue totals don't 
include NES) 
expanding United's 
industrial rental 
strength, especially 
on East Coast, Gulf 
states and the 
Midwest. Specialty 
divisions -- pump, 
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power and trench 
safety -- were the 
fastest growing 
niches. Started well 
this year and expects 
to top $6 billion in 
revenue as 
customers seem 
more optimistic. Oil-
and-gas rentals 
looking better as 
2017 begins. 

2 SUNBELT RENTALS (2) Fort Mill, 
S.C. Brendan Horgan 
www.sunbeltrentals.com  

$3,180.00 $3,470.00 608 Another double-digit 
revenue growth year 
for Sunbelt, driven by 
multiple acquisitions 
as well as same-store 
growth. Sunbelt 
made about a dozen 
acquisitions in fiscal 
2016, and recently 
acquired New York 
City aerial equipment 
rental specialist Pride 
Equipment. 

3 HERC RENTALS (3) Bonita 
Springs, Fla. Larry Silber 
www.hercrentals.com 

$1,352.70 $1,544.80 270 Became independent 
public company after 
about four decades, 

http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=2
http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=2
http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=2
http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=3
http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=3
http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=3


 

COMPANY NAME (LAST YEAR'S 
RANK) HEADQUARTERS TOP 
OFFICER WEBSITE 

2016 
RENTAL 
VOLUME 
IN 
MILLIONS 

2016 
TOTAL 
VOLUME 
IN 
MILLIONS 

TOTAL 
NUMBER 
OF 
OUTLETS 

EDITORIAL 
COMMENTS 

mostly under Hertz 
ownership. Dropped 
4.2 percent in rental 
revenue because of 
lower revenues in 
upstream oil and gas 
markets and divested 
European operations. 
Enjoyed revenue 
growth in what Herc 
considers key 
markets and grew 
areas besides oil and 
gas about 8 percent. 
Rolled out 
ProContractor Tools 
and ProSolutions, 
which provide 
specialized power, 
pump, climate and 
remediation 
equipment with onsite 
customer support. 
New ProControl 
telematics system 
rolled out in fourth 
quarter. 
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4 MAXIM CRANE RENTAL CORP. 
(6) Bridgeville, Pa. Bryan Carlisle 
www.maximcrane.com 

$800.0* n/a 48 Rental volume 
estimated number is 
pro forma, including 
the dramatic 
acquisitions of 
AmQuip Crane and 
Florida Crane Works, 
which added more 
than $200 million in 
estimated pro forma 
revenue. Added 
additional branches 
in Alabaster, Ala.; 
Kansas City; Tampa; 
Seattle, and Arcola, 
Texas. Also acquired 
rental assets from 
Essex Crane, and 
last month bought 
Coast Crane. 

5 HOME DEPOT RENTALS (4) 
Atlanta Tony English 
www.homedepotrents.com 

$693.00 n/a 1,300 12-percent rental 
revenue hike for big 
box rental chain with 
strength in all lines of 
rental offerings. 
Continual refinement 
and expansion of 
new product and 
service offerings 
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producing attractive 
returns. Positive 
multi-year momentum 
continues strategic, 
project-enabling 
business for Home 
Depot. 

6 BLUELINE RENTAL (5) The 
Woodlands, Texas Asterios 
Satrazemis 
www.bluelinerental.com  

$532.50 $657.80 130 Year of transition for 
BlueLine under the 
leadership of new 
CEO Satrazemis, 
driving growth 
through initiatives 
centered around 
talent development, 
sales effectiveness, 
fleet management 
and market 
clustering. The 
impact of these 
initiatives resulted in 
year-over-year 
growth in second half 
of 2016. Dramatic 
improvement in 
safety record. 
Evolved BlueLine 
Aerial and BlueLine 
Industrial branches to 
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market to those 
segments. Rolling out 
new driver and 
dispatch paperless 
technology this year 
along with new 
customer app to 
simplify doing 
business with 
BlueLine. 

7 SUNSTATE EQUIPMENT CO. (7) 
Phoenix Chris Watts 
www.sunstateequip.com  

$500.0* n/a 61 A new era for 
Sunstate as 
Sumitomo takes over 
leadership, and 
founder Mike Watts 
retires after 40 years 
as owner, with son 
Chris taking over as 
CEO. Veteran 
management team 
continues to provide 
stability to effectively 
managed company, 
now at 40 years. 
Opened new branch 
in Oakland, Calif. 
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8 AHERN RENTALS (9) Las Vegas 
Don Ahern 
www.ahernrentals.com 

$486.60 $598.60 85 A 10-percent rental 
volume leap for the 
Kings of Las Vegas, 
now a national 
contender. Recently 
opened an Arlington, 
Wash., branch. 
Manufacturers 
include JLG, Genie, 
Kubota, Snorkel, 
Xtreme 
Manufacturing, 
Skyjack, Case, Stihl, 
Hyster, John Deere, 
Caterpillar, and many 
more. 

9 H&E EQUIPMENT SERVICES (8) 
Baton Rouge, La. John Engquist 
www.he-equipment.com  

$445.20 $978.10 78 Recently opened 
branches in 
Beaumont, Texas; 
Suwanee, Ga.; Fort 
Myers, Fla.; and 
Forestville, Md. 
Average fleet age at 
year end was only 33 
months, at least eight 
months below 
industry average. 
Activity picking up in 
Permian and Eagle 
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Ford Basins is a point 
of optimism for H&E. 
Leading distributors 
of JLG, Genie, Gehl, 
Komatsu, 
Doosan/Bobcat and 
world's largest 
distributor of Grove 
and Manitowoc 
cranes. Rental 
volume slightly up, 
total slightly down. 

10 NEFF RENTAL (12) Miami Graham 
Hood www.neffcorp.com  

$349.10 $470.90 72 A 7.2-percent rental 
volume jump as stock 
price nearly tripled in 
a year. Neff has more 
of an earthmoving 
focus than most 
national players, with 
around 5,800 pieces, 
or 54 percent of 
fleet's OEC. 

11 AGGREKO NORTH AMERICA (10) 
Houston Russell Schuster, 
managing director, North America 
Bruce Pool -- managing director, 
Rental Solutions Chris Weston, 

$350.00 $380.00 75 Revenue decline 
attributable to oil-and-
gas slump. 
Introduced hybrid 
power product; 
expanded remote 
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CEO Aggreko plc 
www.aggreko.com 

operations center 
coverage across the 
globe; Launched new 
risk reporting app; 
acquired Dryco LLC, 
specialist in moisture 
control business. 
Provided power and 
cooling for The Ryder 
Cup; power and 
related services for 
presidential debates; 
specialist solutions 
for America's first 
offshore wind farm; 
emergency response 
services following 
flooding in Louisiana. 
Won Environmental 
Stewardship Award 
presented by STEER. 
New locations in 
Fontana, Norfolk and 
Hartford. 

12 ALL FAMILY OF COMPANIES (14) 
Cleveland Michael Liptak 
www.allcrane.com 

310.0* n/a 38 Aggressively 
expanded crane 
rental fleet. Acquired 
new land for Nitro, 
West Va., rebuild 
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center, adding truck 
and trailer repair 
shop, machine 
shops, parts 
warehouse and 
office, sandblasting 
and painting building, 
and fabrication and 
welding shop. Added 
14,400 square feet 
onto Elk Mound, 
Wis., facility, for three 
drive-through service 
bays, two for cranes 
and one for lift 
equipment. 

13 AMECO (16) Greenville, S.C. 
Tracey Cook www.ameco.com 

$268.70 $571.80 21 Opened new 
headquarters on 
grounds of old 
Greenville facility, 
where headquarters 
stood for 40 years. 
Parent company 
Fluor designed and 
engineered the new 
LEED-certified 
building featuring 
collaborative working 
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space and other new 
technologies. 

14 SAFWAY GROUP (15) Waukesha, 
Wis. Bill Hayes 
www.safwaygroup.com 

$258.00 $1,609.10 115 A 9.3-percent rental 
volume increase. 
Acquired SafeWorks, 
provider of 
suspended access 
solutions, including 
Spider and its unique 
motorized suspended 
access equipment 
sales and rentals. 
Around press time 
agreed to merge with 
Brand Energy & 
Infrastructure 
Services, which has 
210 branches on six 
continents, providing 
services to global 
energy, industrial and 
infrastructure 
customers. 

15 TNT CRANE & RIGGING (13) 
Houston Mike Appling 
www.tntcrane.com 

$193.00 $302.00 43 Opened new 
branches in Lake 
Charles, La., and 
Freeport, Texas. 
Services include 
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recurring industrial 
facility maintenance; 
large-scale 
turnaround projects; 
erection, fabrication 
and construction 
projects; installation 
of machinery 
including HVAC, 
telecom and power 
units; wind farm 
construction and 
maintenance and 
more. Offers project 
consultation, project 
analysis and 
engineering, job-cost 
analysis and 
budgeting; 
development of site-
specific safety 
protocols; and 
engineered lift plans. 

16 RING POWER (19) St. Augustine, 
Fla. Randy Ringhaver 
www.ringpower.com 

$180.0* n/a 23 Heavy equipment 
rental market is pretty 
strong with record 
amount of DOT and 
residential work in 
Florida. Aerial 
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equipment and 
telehandlers rental 
rates are at a 10-year 
low with the massive 
influx of new 
equipment and 
competitors. 
Company named 
Frank Streva senior 
VP, director of used 
equipment sales and 
Brian Cholmondeley 
senior VP, director of 
power systems. 

17 XYLEM Inc. (20) Bridgeport, N.J. 
Dave Flinton www.xylem.com 

$175.00* $3,771.00 44 More than a rental 
company, Xylem 
defines itself as a 
global water 
technology company 
that designs, 
manufactures and 
services engineered 
solutions. Plans to 
continue acquisitions 
such as Sensus. 
Designed and built a 
massive emergency 
bypass system for 
the City of Memphis 
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in six days early this 
year after a 16-inch 
deluge of rain. 
Opened three new 
Latin America rental 
branches and 
another in Dubai. 

18 BATTLEFIELD EQUIPMENT 
RENTALS (22) Stoney Creek, 
Ontario Randy Casson 
www.battlefieldequipment.ca 

$161.00 n/a 41 Continues to grow 
steadily, with an 
additional 5.2-percent 
rental volume 
increase. Owned by 
one of Caterpillar's 
largest dealers. 
Mostly in Ontario, but 
has branches in 
Manitoba, 
Newfoundland and 
Labrador. 

19 HOLT CAT (21) San Antonio Dave 
Harris www.holtcat.com  

$150.0* n/a 21 Broke ground on new 
state-of-the art 
headquarters building 
at its campus on 
Southeast side of 
San Antonio. Serves 
a 118-county territory 
across North, 
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Central, South and 
Southeast Texas. 

20 GROUPE LOU-TEC (23) Anjou, 
Quebec Claude Guevin 
www.loutec.com 

$142.0* n/a 80 Earned `Desjardins 
Entrepreneur Award, 
winner in the 
category `Growth 
Awards' for Western 
Quebec and Ontario 
Regional. 

21 FINNING (18) Edmonton, Alberta 
Scott Thomson www.finning.ca 

$140.00 $2,821.00 31 Revenues listed are 
for Canada, not 
including South 
America or U.K. 
operations. Lower 
equipment sales in 
2016. Increased 
competition and 
challenging pricing 
dynamics. Lower 
industry activity 
caused by lower 
commodity prices in 
the oil-and-gas sector 
contributed to 
reduced revenues, 
partly offset by 
contributions from 
Kramer Caterpillar in 
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Saskatchewan, 
acquired in July 
2015. Alberta 
wildfires in second 
quarter cut into 
revenue as well. 
Reduced cost 
structure and facility 
footprint. 

22 NESCO RENTALS (24) Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Lee Jacobson 
www.nescorentals.com 

$138.0* $190.0* 53 Acquired V&H 
Leasing Services, 
bringing its rail rental 
business to NESCO's 
specialty rental 
division and making it 
the second largest 
rental fleet serving 
the rail industry. 
Established new 
service and supply 
business agreement 
with Manitex 
International's Crane 
and Machinery 
Division for Chicago 
and surrounding 
region, opening a 
new branch in 
Chicago. 
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23 RED-D-ARC WELDERENTALS 
(26) Grimsby, Ontario, Canada 
Mitch Imielinski www.red-d-
arc.com 

$130.0* n/a 48 Parent company 
Airgas acquired by 
Air Liquide in the fall 
of 2016, creating 
opportunities for Red-
D-Arc to expand the 
number of locations 
where its rental 
equipment is 
available. Air Liquide 
is a leading provider 
of gases, 
technologies and 
services for industrial 
applications and 
healthcare. Red-D-
Arc specializes in 
welding equipment, 
welding positioners 
and generators. 

24 CLEVELAND BROTHERS 
EQUIPMENT CO. (26) Cranberry 
Township, Pa. Jay Cleveland Jr. 
www.clevelandbrothers.com 

$125.0* n/a 21 Still one of the largest 
U.S. Caterpillar 
dealers, rental 
slowed a bit because 
of the oil-and-gas 
slump. 

25 EQUIPMENT DEPOT (27) Houston 
Giel Claes www.eqdepot.com 

$120.0* n/a 35 Specializing in 
material handling and 
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aerial equipment, 
with more than 
11,000 machines in 
rental fleet, 750 
certified service 
technicians, and $12 
million in OEM parts 
inventory. 

26 OHIO CAT (29) Broadview 
Heights, Ohio Ken Taylor 
www.ohiocat.com 

$105.00 n/a 10 Dropped a couple of 
percent in 2016, 
primarily oil-and-gas 
related, but expects 
pipeline work to be 
tremendous in 2017 
and into 2018. Heavy 
highway work and 
industrial segments 
also looking strong 
for '17, so a healthy 
increase could be 
coming. Cut ribbon 
on expanded 
headquarters, 
doubling size of 
corporate office, 
training and meeting 
facilities. 
Incorporated 
sustainable design 
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and construction 
features that improve 
energy performance -
- part of a $75 million 
facilities expansion 
and improvement 
program. 

27 WARREN CAT (28) Jim Nelson; 
Tommy Reynolds Midland, Texas  

$99.60 n/a 17 A 21-percent rental 
volume drop as 
company is heavily 
into oil and gas work. 
However, optimism 
reigns: New facility 
construction in San 
Angelo, Texas, and 
facility expansions in 
Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa, Okla. 

28 SIMS CRANE & EQUIPMENT CO. 
(35) Tampa, Fla. Dean Sims 
www.simscrane.com 

$98.00 $118.00 14 Enjoyed 28-percent 
growth in rental 
revenue. Opened a 
branch in Titusville on 
the Space Coast, 
added 35 new staff 
members and 
expended $37 million 
on equipment 
acquisitions including 
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32 new cranes. The 
leading crane and 
rigging company in 
Florida, third 
generation family 
owned, Sims now 
has more than 400 
employees, including 
159 crane operators, 
53 apprentices, 20 
transport drivers and 
40 maintenance 
personnel. Offers 
onsite consultations, 
and detailed 3D lift 
planning. Named 
David Wesson South 
Florida safety 
director. 

29 BLANCHARD RENTAL SERVICES 
(37) West Columbia, S.C. Joe 
Blanchard 
www.blanchardmachinery.com  

$94.2* n/a 7 An estimated 26-
percent rental volume 
boost for South 
Carolina Caterpillar 
dealer's growing 
rental program. 
Ranked No. 4 in 
Caterpillar's North 
American Reman 
Core Management 
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ranking, placing in 
top five 10 years in a 
row. 

30 WAGNER RENTS (31) Denver 
Bruce Wagner 
www.wagnerequipment.com 

$93.7* n/a 22 Volume down a 
couple of percent 
with oil and gas still 
soft in the area. 
Opened a new store 
in Bloomfield, N.M., 
to serve Four 
Corners area, 
replacing a previous 
smaller store nearby. 
Construction activity 
pretty good in the 
Front Range in 
Colorado, but New 
Mexico remains fairly 
depressed. Starting 
off decently in 2017. 

31 LOUISIANA RENTS (30) Reserve, 
La. Jay Dinger 
www.louisianamachinery.com  

$90.00 n/a 9 An 11.5-percent 
rental volume dip for 
Louisiana Cat dealer 
heavily invested in oil 
and gas and 
petrochem markets. 
Industrial expansion 
in South remains 
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fairly strong -- 
however, activity has 
brought in more 
competition and that 
affects rental rates. 

32 BRIGGS EQUIPMENT (32) Dallas 
Chris Meinecke 
www.briggsequipment.com 

$87.40 n/a 28 Offers forklifts, trailer 
spotters, aerial 
equipment, 
telehandlers, 
earthmoving 
equipment, railcar 
movers, air 
compressors, light 
towers, and more. 
Company dates back 
to 1896, founded as 
an industrial services 
company. 

33 MUSTANG RENTAL SERVICES 
(34) Houston Brad Tucker 
www.mustangcat.com 

$78.00 n/a 9 5.3-percent rental 
volume decline for 
Southeast Texas Cat 
dealer rental 
program. Opened 
new branch in 
February. 
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34 MacALLISTER MACHINERY (36) 
Indianapolis Chris MacAllister 
www.macallister.com 

$77.5* n/a 22 In business since 
1945, Cat dealer in 
Indiana and 
Michigan. 

35 COOPER EQUIPMENT RENTALS 
(42) Mississauga, Ontario Darryl 
Cooper www.cooperequipment.ca 

$72.00 $93.30 24 A 10.5-percent rental 
volume jump for 
expanding Canadian 
rental company. 
Opened trench safety 
division in 2016 and 
opened a new 
equipment rental 
branch in Kitchener, 
Ontario. Completed 
asset purchase of 4-
Way Rental in Alberta 
earlier this year, 
marking its first foray 
into the western 
province and is 
opening a new 
branch in Ottawa, 
Canada's capital in 
May. 

36 STEPHENSON'S RENTAL 
SERVICES (40) Mississauga, 
Ontario Guy Manuel 
www.stephensons.ca 

$71.50 $90.50 37 A 5.3-percent rental 
volume increase for 
Toronto-based rental 
company. Another 
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year of significant 
expansion. The 
company opened 
nine new 
departments within 
Lowe's stores, its 
third Brampton 
branch, and 
expanded its 
presence in Alberta. 
Opened branch in 
Edmonton earlier this 
year. 

37 GREGORY POOLE EQUIPMENT 
CO. (50) Raleigh, N.C. Gregory 
Poole III www.gregorypoole.com 

$71.20 $593.10 21 33-percent rental 
volume leap for 
Eastern North 
Carolina Cat dealer, 
involved in 
construction, 
industrial and power 
generation markets. 

38 PUCKETT RENTS (41) Richland, 
Miss. Hastings Puckett 
www.puckettrents.com 

$67.0* n/a 6 Mississippi Cat 
dealer with range of 
allied equipment. 
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39 ART'S RENTAL EQUIPMENT (44) 
Newport, Ky. Ken Arlinghaus 
www.artsrental.com 

$66.10 $76.80 14 A 7.8-percent rental 
volume hike for 
family-owned rental 
company in business 
for 50 years. Serving 
Ohio, Kentucky and 
Indiana with stores in 
Greater Cincinnati; 
Northern Kentucky; 
Southeast Indiana; 
Dayton, Ohio; 
Louisville and 
Lexington, Ky. 

40 KIRBY-SMITH MACHINERY (38) 
Oklahoma City Ed Kirby 
www.kirby-smith.com 

$62.00 n/a 10 A 16.7-percent rental 
volume drop as oil-
and-gas softness 
continues. New 
Kansas City branch 
building will be 
completed by 
summer, and a new 
Anna, Texas, facility 
coming soon. 
Pipeline Division is 
expanding, offering 
dozers, excavators, 
pipelayers, wheel 
loaders, cranes, 
rubber track carriers, 
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telehandlers, trailers 
and pipeline 
attachments such as 
hammers, pipe 
vacuum lifts, buckets, 
forks, quick couplers 
and more. 

41 HOLT OF CALIFORNIA (46) 
Pleasant Grove, Calif. John 
Johnson www.holtca.com  

$61.1* n/a 9 Rental volume up an 
estimated 8 percent 
as Central California 
economy doing fairly 
well. Offers in-depth 
explanations of 
emissions legislation 
on its website, 
helping customers 
transition into Tier 4 
equipment. Smart 
move! 

42 SKYWORKS (49) Buffalo, N.Y. 
Jerry R. Reinhart 
www.skyworksllc.com 

$61.00 $86.90 13 Continues growth 
with 12.5-percent 
rental volume jump. 
Opened a new 
location Feb. 1 in 
Cincinnati. Preparing 
for opening in 
Philadelphia in June 
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and Charlotte by the 
end of the year. 

43 ADMAR SUPPLY CO. (47) 
Rochester, N.Y. Joel DiMarco 
www.admarsupply.com 

$60.60 $94.10 8 Continues steady 
annual growth with 
8.6-rental volume 
hike. Is dealer for 
Kubota construction 
equipment, Stihl, 
Topcon and Wacker 
Neuson in addition to 
large general rental 
fleet from aerials on 
down. 45 years in 
business. 

44 TITAN MACHINERY (43) West 
Fargo, N.D. David Meyer 
www.titanmachinery.com  

$57.90 $1,210.00 75 Although revenues 
dropped in fiscal 
2017, Titan 
generated adjusted 
EBITDA of $11.7 
million compared to a 
$3 million loss the 
previous year. 
Consolidated 
dealership locations 
and reduced 
inventory by $197 
million, increasing 
cash flow. Expecting 
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similar market 
headwinds in its fiscal 
'18. 

45 WORLDWIDE GROUP (39) 
Houston Evan Greenberg; Mike 
Rooney 
www.worldwidemachinery.com  

$55.80 n/a 10 A large rental turned 
into a $16 million 
sale, thus reducing 
Worldwide's rental 
volume. 

46 HEWITT RENTALS (48) St. 
Laurent, Quebec, Canada Jim 
Hewitt www.locationhewitt.ca" 

$55.0* n/a 27 In addition to 
Caterpillar, strong in 
pumps and power 
generation, aerials 
and material 
handling. As 
ubiquitous in Quebec 
as a poutine stand, 
with locations in the 
Maritimes too. 

47 STAR RENTALS (51) Kent, Wash. 
Bob Kendall www.starrentals.com 

$54.20 $75.90 18 Continuing its steady 
growth with a 6.3-
rental volume 
increase. Move to 
spacious Kent 
headquarters south 
of the city after 
decades of being 
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downtown has 
dramatically 
improved efficiencies 
with more space and 
much shorter 
commutes for most 
staffers. Strong non-
residential 
construction market 
helped as Star 
continues push for a 
more diversified 
customer base. AWP 
has remained strong 
although it's an over-
supplied sector. 
Compact equipment 
continues to expand, 
as do telehandlers. 

48 BEST LINE EQUIPMENT (--) State 
College, Pa. Adam Houseknecht 
www.bestline.com 

$52.30 $138.50 13 Main product lines 
are Bobcat, JLG, 
Doosan, Bomag, 
DynaPac, Kubota 
and Polaris. Rental 
and sales volume 
relative flat to down 
during a year of 
industry downturns in 
oil and gas. Heavy 
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concentration in 
Pennsylvania. Best 
Line is strong in 
aerial, telehandlers, 
industrial forklifts, 
compact equipment, 
excavators, dozers, 
compaction and 
pump, power and air. 
2017 is the family 
business' 32nd 
anniversary. 

49 LOCATION D'OUTILS SIMPLEX 
(55) Montreal Euclide V--ronneau 
www.simplex.ca 

$50.00 $60.00 35 Quebec-based aerial 
rental specialist 
celebrating 110th 
anniversary as a 
family business with 
the fifth generation of 
the V--ronneau family 
taking over as 
company CEO, with 
Andre still there as 
president. 

50 LIFTING GEAR HIRE CORP. (57) 
Bridgeview, Ill. Tony Fiscelli 
www.lgh-usa.com 

$44.90 $53.30 22 Hoisting, jacking, 
pulling, rigging, 
material handling, 
and safety gear 
rental specialist. 
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Opened new rental 
centers in Toronto, 
Los Angeles and 
Denver. 

51 ACME LIFT CO. (60) Mesa, Ariz. 
Woody Weld www.acmelift.com 

$44.80 $55.20 1 An 11.1-percent 
rental volume boost 
for re-rental specialist 
offering the largest 
aerial lifts and 
telehandlers to rental 
companies. 
Continued growth for 
Acme, which created 
five regions with 
residing managers in 
each one. Large 
capacity air 
compressor rental 
business growing as 
well. Hired Gordon 
Campbell, former 
BlueLine Rental 
executive, as director 
of financial planning 
and analysis. 

52 YANCEY RENTS (58) Austell, Ga. 
Billy Holliday 
www.yanceybros.com  

$44.0* n/a 10 Growing in the realm 
of technology, using 
telematics and other 
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tools to be more 
efficient. 

53 WAJAX CORP. (54) Mississauga, 
Ontario Mark Foote 
www.wajax.com 

$43.80 $1,221.90 63 Declines in 
construction, oil and 
gas work, forestry 
and material handling 
activities, particularly 
in Western Canada, 
led to revenue drop 
for Wajax. Showing 
signs of a rebound in 
early '17. Particularly 
strong in heavy 
construction 
equipment, and 
power generation. 

54 PATTEN INDUSTRIES (59) 
Elmhurst, Ill. Garrett Patten 
www.pattenindustries.com 

$43.6* n/a 6 Rental volume 
increases single 
digits in highly 
competitive market. 
Expecting minimal 
growth because of 
Illinois budget issues. 
Opened state-of-the-
art facility in 
Wauconda, Ill., in 
September. 
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55 HUGG & HALL EQUIPMENT (61) 
Little Rock, Ark. John 
Hugg/Robert Hall 
www.hugghall.com 

$43.30 $197.00 13 An 8.2-percent rental 
volume increase for 
material handling 
rental specialist with 
construction and 
aerial fleets as well. 
Major dealer for 
Volvo, Bobcat, Crown 
and Doosan. Growing 
utilities division with 
portable power, air, 
HVAC, lighting. 
Acquired RPM 
Services & Rentals in 
2016 with locations in 
Houma, Broussard, 
and Baton Rouge, 
La., a strong rental 
player in commercial 
and construction 
markets. 

56 HIGH REACH CO. (62) Sanford, 
Fla. Lance Renzulli 
www.hr2fl.com 

$43.00 $52.00 5 A 10.8-percent rental 
volume jump in 
rebounding Florida 
economy. With 
locations in Sanford, 
Tampa, Jacksonville 
and Deerfield Beach, 
its aerial lift 
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equipment is used by 
convention centers, 
construction 
companies, theme 
parks, maintenance 
crews, industrial 
sites, power plants, 
paper mills, film 
crews, schools, 
space center 
contractors, port 
authorities, 
subcontractors, city, 
county and state 
municipalities. Owns 
Genisys2 Software 
as well. 

57 WESTERNONE RENTALS & 
SALES (45) Vancouver, B.C. Peter 
Blake www.weq.ca 

$42.40 $68.90 14 Large revenue 
decline because of 
company's sale of 
modular space 
manufacturing and 
rental division, re-
focusing company on 
infrastructure, mainly 
construction heater, 
aerial and some 
general rental. 
Revenue generated 
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from WesternOne 
Infrastructure 
Services was 
consistent with 
previous year 
because of colder 
winter season in 
Alberta, increasing 
rental demand for 
temporary 
construction heaters. 
However, increased 
competition 
depressed rental 
rates. Hoping for 
improvement in 
Alberta market. 

57 BOTTOM LINE EQUIPMENT (52) 
St. Rose, La. Kurt Degueyter 
www.bottomlineequipment.com 

$42.40 $72.90 5 Although rental 
volume dropped, total 
volume increased for 
independent rental 
company along the 
Gulf Coast focusing 
on heavy 
construction 
equipment and 
specialty 
attachments. Plans to 
open sixth branch -- 
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Beaumont, Texas -- 
in 2017. 

59 THOMPSON PUMP & 
MANUFACTURING 65) Port 
Orange, Fla. Chris Thompson 
www.thompsonpump.com 

$41.40 $69.00 20 A 22.9-percent rental 
volume uptick for 
pump manufacturer 
and rental specialist 
that benefitted from 
improved 
construction activity 
in most of its market 
areas. Specializes in 
rental of pumps and 
accessories for de-
watering, sewer 
bypass, mining and 
oil and gas markets. 

60 IMPERIAL CRANE SERVICES (33) 
Bridgeview, Ill. B.J. Bohne 
www.imperialcrane.com  

$40.10 $83.30 6 Became most recent 
dealer of Merlo 
forklifts in seven 
states. Involved in 
recent interchange 
improvements in 
Chicago area. 
Continues to receive 
awards for safety 
performance. 
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61 RENTAL ONE (68) Colleyville, 
Texas Mike O'Neal 
www.rentalonestore.com  

$40.0* $60.0* 10 An estimated 20-plus 
percent rental volume 
gain for a leading 
rental company in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex. O'Neal 
grew up in the rental 
business, like his 
father Don and 
grandfather Tommie 
at A-1 Rentals, 
totaling six decades 
for the O'Neal clan. 
As Rental One 
continues its steady 
growth, that 
experience obviously 
counts. 

62 SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT 
(63) Cambridge, Ohio William L. 
Baker 
www.southeasternequipment.com 

$39.50 $151.50 21 A 6.7-percent rental 
volume boost in '16 
for general 
construction and 
industrial rental 
dealer and rental 
company. Mostly in 
Ohio, but also has 
branches in Indiana, 
Michigan, and 
Kentucky. A major 
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Case dealer, among 
others, recently 
received the 
300,000th skid-steer 
loader produced at 
the OEM's Wichita, 
Kan., plant. 

63 RENTAL EQUIPMENT 
INVESTMENT CORP. (103) Miami 
Beach, Fla. Kevin Fitzgerald 
Reicorporation.com 

$34.50 n/a 21 Tripled in physical 
size, almost tripled in 
rental volume with 
acquisitions of 
Hillside Rental in 
Colorado, Jan. '16; 
Pro Rental & Sales, 
June '16 in three 
states; and Columbia 
River Machinery 
based in Oregon. 
Also received an 
influx of capital from 
NewSpring 
Mezzanine Capital. 
Now 21 branches in 
five states in the 
Northwest and 
Mountain regions. 
One can expect more 
expansion to come. 
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64 COWIN EQUIPMENT CO. (66) 
Birmingham, Ala. James Cowin 
www.cowin.com 

$33.10 $100.0+ 7 Business starting off 
brisk in 2017 with 
mild winter and more 
activity in the 
marketplace. Cowin 
has plans for two new 
facilities in 2017. Had 
a slow start to 2016 
and a strong finish, 
making flat feel 
welcome. Expecting 
solid growth in 2017 
with resurgence in 
optimism. 

65 BERRY COMPANIES (71) Wichita, 
Kan. Walter Berry 
www.berrycompaniesinc.com 

$32.00 $360.00 31 An 8.1-percent rental 
volume hike for Berry 
Companies. 
Contributing to rental 
increase was a more 
aggressive approach 
for heavy equipment 
operations. Forklift 
rentals steady and 
Bobcat rentals up 
overall. Increases 
were in Kansas City, 
North Texas and 
Colorado. Expecting 
'17 to be similar with 
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heavy division steady 
at the higher level 
from last year. 

66 STOWERS MACHINERY (79) 
Knoxville, Tenn. Wes Stowers 
www.stowerscat.com 

$31.50 n/a 6 A 16.2-percent rental 
volume leap for East 
Tennessee 
Caterpillar rental 
program. Its market 
showed slow but 
steady growth 
compared to 2016, 
but only expecting 
flat to 3 percent up in 
2017. Customers are 
optimistic and 
housing has been 
recovering in East 
Tennessee, which 
has been good for 
compact equipment 
rentals. Top brands 
are Caterpillar, 
Genie, Bandit, Finn 
and Screen Machine. 
Lisa Rottman 
promoted to 
marketing 
manager/strategic 
projects. 
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66 NORTH CENTRAL RENTAL & 
LEASING, a subsidiary of Butler 
Machinery Co. (64) Fargo, N.D. 
Dan Butler www.butler-
machinery.com 

$31.50 n/a 18 A 14-percent rental 
volume dip with the 
slowdown in oil-and-
gas markets taking 
the steam out of the 
engine to a degree. 
Still strong in 
agriculture and 
construction. 

68 TEMP-AIR (70) Burnsville, Minn. 
Jim Korn www.temp-air.com 

$31.00 n/a 14 Manufactured a 
record number of 
new standard heating 
units to expand rental 
fleet in 2016. Added 
more than 1,100 
heating units, 650 
fans, 120 air-
conditioning units, 
and 260 
dehumidifying units to 
the fleet. 

69 ABLE EQUIPMENT RENTAL (76) 
Deer Park, N.Y. Steven Laganas 
www.ableequipment.com  

$30.70 $47.20 3 Another strong year 
for Able with a 10.8-
percent rental volume 
boost. Able signed a 
3-year equipment 
deal with NYC Transit 
Authority; is selling a 
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significant amount of 
reach equipment and 
RTV equipment to 
the Long Island 
Railroad and Metro 
North. Bought the 
adjoining building to 
its headquarters on 
Long Island, 
increasing its 
headquarters 
footprint by three 
acres and 30,000 
square feet of facility 
space. Now up to 15 
acres and 140,000 
square feet at HQ. 

70 B&G EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY (73) 
Birmingham, Ala. Marty Hardin 
www.bgequipmentsupply.com  

$30.20 $37.30 6 A slight revenue 
increase for B&G. 
After a slow start to 
2016, the year ended 
strong. 2017 starting 
much stronger with 
more optimism. 
Commercial and 
multi-unit housing 
making a strong 
comeback. 
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71 HAWTHORNE RENTALS (56) San 
Diego David Ness 
www.hawthornecat.com  

$30.00 n/a 10 A rental volume 
decline for 
Hawthorne. Greg 
Vena replaced Mike 
Carcioppolo as 
corporate rental and 
used equipment 
manager. Covers 
San Diego, Hawaii, 
Guam, American 
Samoa and Saipan. 

72 TIOGA AIR HEATERS (72) 
Minneapolis Douglas Smith 
www.TiogaAirHeaters.com 

$29.0* n/a 17 The `heroes of heat' 
and `champions of 
chill' as its website 
says offer 
temperature control 
equipment since 
1961, including 
HEPA filters, steam 
and water hoses and 
more. 

73 TREKKER GROUP (--) Hialeah, 
Fla. Jose J. Cestero 
www.trekkergroup.com 

$27.30 $83.60 14 Led by the third 
generation of the 
Cestero family, 
known in Puerto Rico 
as Puerto Rico Wire, 
with five branches on 
the island, along with 
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a forming and 
scaffold division. The 
Cestero family has 
been offering 
construction 
equipment rentals 
there since 1955. 
Provides a similar 
range of services 
from its Florida 
locations, specializing 
particularly in 
earthmoving -- heavy 
and light -- as well 
concrete products, 
material handling and 
more. 

74 DIAMOND RENTAL (89) Salt Lake 
City Mark Clawson 
www.diamondrental.com 

$27.00 $29.00 14 A 22.7-percent rental 
volume surge for 
Utah's leading 
general rental 
company, with a 
strong year along the 
Wasatch Range. 
Markets are doing 
well and the 
equipment mix 
Diamond offers is 
working well. 
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75 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT (69) 
Greeley, Colo. Keith Olson 
www.4riversequipment.com 

$25.10 n/a 8 Strong in construction 
and agriculture work 
in mountain region, 
with earthmoving the 
primary focus. 
Opened new branch 
in El Paso, Texas, in 
October. 

76 PDQ RENTALS (86) Santa Fe 
Springs, Calif. Dennis Turner 
www.pdqrentals.com 

$24.90 $32.00 2 A 10.7-percent rental 
volume leap for most 
accomplished 
veterans of the L.A. 
market. Opening a 
third branch right 
around press time. 65 
years in business. 
General rental 
company and 
distributor and 
warranty repair 
center for Komatsu, 
Takeuchi, JLG, 
Wacker-Neuson, 
Bomag, Skyjack, 
Sullair, American 
Pneumatic Tool, 
Honda Power and 
many more with more 
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than 25 professional 
service techs. 

77 CONTRACTORS EQUIPMENT 
CENTER (90) Commerce City, 
Colo. Greg Harrington 
www.cecrents.com 

$24.70 $27.90 3 A 13.3-percent rental 
volume hike for CEC 
while pivoting a large 
portion of the 
business from oilfield 
to general 
construction. 
Upgrading IT system 
and opening two 
locations in late 
2017. Terrific 
management team. 

78 AERIAL ACCESS EQUIPMENT 
(78) Baton Rouge, La. Gene 
Torrence www.aae-la.com 

$24.5* n/a 6 Tough times in the oil 
and gas business. 
Almost 20 years in 
business for AAE, 
serving Louisiana, 
the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast and Southeast 
Texas. Still owned by 
Gene and Brenda 
Torrence, the family 
owned company with 
hundreds of years of 
combined experience 
has branches in 
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Baton Rouge, Lake 
Charles and New 
Orleans, La., and 
Houston and 
Beaumont, Texas. 

79 CLAIREMONT EQUIPMENT (84) 
San Diego Jerry Zagami 
www.clairemontequipment.com 

$24.00 n/a 6 Increasing inventory 
at each store 
because of longer 
distances between 
them. Had been 
trying smaller 
inventories but it has 
cost Clairemont 
utilization. Coastal 
underground sewer 
and water repair work 
has increased 
dramatically, and with 
roads in terrible 
shape most city 
budgets in area have 
funds for repair. 
Ground-engaging 
rental equipment 
utilization has 
increased over past 
year, upgrading 
aggressively in that 
area. Expecting 

http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=79
http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=79
http://rermag.com/rer-100/rer-100-top-rental-equipment-companies-2016?view=row&page=79


 

COMPANY NAME (LAST YEAR'S 
RANK) HEADQUARTERS TOP 
OFFICER WEBSITE 

2016 
RENTAL 
VOLUME 
IN 
MILLIONS 

2016 
TOTAL 
VOLUME 
IN 
MILLIONS 

TOTAL 
NUMBER 
OF 
OUTLETS 

EDITORIAL 
COMMENTS 

strong 2017 and 
even better 2018; 
customers optimistic. 
Komatsu, Yanmar 
and Atlas Copco are 
top brands. 

79 LEPPO GROUP (77) Tallmadge, 
Ohio William Glenn Leppo 
www.leppos.com 

$24.00 $67.30 7 Rental volume drop 
largely from decline 
in energy exploration. 
Opened a new 
location for 
Youngstown in Jan. 
2017 and are 
showing signs of 
growth again. 
Founded by the 
Leppo family in 1945. 
Six stores serving 
Northeast Ohio and 
Western 
Pennsylvania -- 
Akron, Canton, 
Cleveland, 
Cleveland-West, 
Wooster and 
Youngstown. 

79 ERS Cat (--) Houston Scott 
Milligan www.ers-cat.com 

$24.00 $26.50 6 ERS -- Energy Rental 
Solutions -- was 
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recently designated 
Cat dealer, 
concentrating on 
power generation, 
temperature control 
and compressed air 
along the Gulf Coast. 
Product support 
services include 
design, engineering, 
installation and 
operation to help 
solve temporary utility 
needs. 

82 CLOVERDALE EQUIPMENT CO. 
(92) Oak Park, Mich. Todd 
Moilanen 
www.cloverdaleequipment.com 

$23.80 $45.50 3 A 10.2 rental volume 
boost for Cloverdale; 
30 percent in total 
volume. Completed 
renovation of Oak 
Park, Mich., facility 
(metro Detroit). 
Starting construction 
of new 17,000-
square-foot state-of-
the-art facility in 
Norton Shores, Mich. 
Expanding rental 
fleet at all three 
locations. Top 
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product lines are 
JLG, Genie, MEC, 
Skytrak, National 
Crane, Broderson, 
Doosan Infracore 
Portable Power. 

83 ECCO EQUIPMENT CORP. (80) 
Santa Ana, Calif. David Schmid 
www.eccoequipment.com 

$22.60 n/a 16 Double-digit rental 
volume drop for 
heavy earthmoving 
equipment rental 
specialist. Ecco is 
winding down 
operations in Alberta 
to reduce exposure in 
the energy sector 
and to focus on U.S. 
customer base. 
Check out the Ecco 
website for story 
about models for a 
fashion magazine 
posing among the big 
machines at Ecco's 
yard. 

84 CISCO EQUIPMENT (90) Odessa, 
Texas Scott Sibert www.cisco-
equipment.com 

$21.80 $51.20 4 Heavily invested in 
the oil field of the 
Texas Permian Basin 
and beyond, Cisco 
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remained strong 
throughout the 
downturn in the oil 
industry during 2015 
and 2016. Cisco is 
very well positioned 
for continued growth 
in its core market 
along with large 
pipeline opportunities 
throughout the U.S. 
International division 
has more than 400 
pieces working on 
large-scale oil 
projects in Russia. 

85 AMES TAPING TOOLS (95) Fred 
Daniels III Stone Mountain, Ga. 
www.amestools.com 

$21.00 n/a 67 A 20.4-percent rental 
volume leap for 
drywall finishing tools 
rental specialist. Busy 
year in '16, opening 
branches in Miami 
Lakes and Ft. Myers, 
Fla.; Vancouver, 
Wash.; and Santa 
Clarita, Calif. Plans to 
add more this year. 
Launching new line 
of extendible handles 
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into rental fleet. 
Solidified leadership 
with new managers. 
Will roll out new 
website and move 
into new company 
headquarters and 
service facility in 
August, with Lean 
layout in production 
and warehousing, 
along with enhanced 
training facilities and 
more collaborative 
office layout. 

86 F&M MAFCO (83) Cincinnati Bill 
McKenna www.fmmafco.com 

$19.70 $84.70 9 Named as one of the 
top Cincinnati 
workplaces two years 
in a row. Specializes 
in lifting and rigging, 
welding, mechanical 
and repair tools, air 
supply and 
distribution 
equipment, hoists, 
derricks and cranes. 
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87 ROLAND MACHINERY (94) 
Springfield, Ill. Matt Roland 
www.rolandmachinery.com 

$19.40 $184.60 16 Main product lines 
are Komatsu and 
Wirtgen Group. 
Opened a new 
branch in Peoria, Ill., 
and had record sales 
in 2016. 

88 ILLINOIS TRUCK & EQUIPMENT 
(81) Morris, Ill. Rolf Helland 
www.iltruck.com 

$18.50 $53.30 1 Rental rates held 
steady, however a 
decline in utilization 
was attributed to a 
down energy market 
and many long-term 
projects coming to 
completion. More 
than 1,000 units in 
stock at a single 25-
acre location, with 
many specialty 
attachments. Offers 
diverse product 
offering including 
custom-built and 
application-specific 
equipment. 
Continues to invest in 
inventory to replace 
aging equipment, has 
an aggressive and 
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rebuilt sales force, 
optimistic about 
2017. 

89 JPS EQUIPMENT RENTAL LLC 
(87) West Monroe, La. Paul 
Bullock www.jpsequips.com 

$18.30 n/a 4 Rental revenue was 
down mainly because 
of the downturn in 
natural gas and 
crude oil drilling and 
production in JPS' 
market areas. Also, 
the flooding last year 
in the area impacted 
revenues as well. 
Petroleum production 
has improved slightly, 
but JPS is becoming 
more focused on 
other market 
segments: 
manufacturing mainly 
wood products 
industries as well as 
commercial 
construction. 
Earthwork equipment 
continues to be 
strong but low rates 
from excessive 
competition. 
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Customers appear 
optimistic for 2017. 

90 CHAMPION RENTALS (96) 
Houston James Horsley 
www.champrentals.com  

$18.0* $23.7* 3 Between Champion 
and Horsley's 
previous company 
Lone Star Rentals, 
with some of the 
same staff, they've 
been at it for 35 
years. 

91 ANDERSON EQUIPMENT CO. (85) 
Bridgeville, Pa. Judy Anderson 
www.andersonequip.com 

$17.80 n/a 18 Rental revenues 
down 21 percent 
amid challenging 
conditions in the 
Northeast. Anderson 
Equipment expects 
rental revenue to 
rebound this year 
with increased 
demand in the 
energy sector and a 
more positive 
business 
environment. Goes 
back to 1935 as an 
equipment company 
and has great 
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historical pictures on 
its excellent website. 

92 RELEVANT SOLUTIONS (93) 
Houston Jonathan Michel 
www.relevantsolutions.com 

$17.00 n/a 2 Air rental specialist 
affected by slowdown 
in the oil and gas 
market. 

93 MAY HEAVY EQUIPMENT (108) 
Lexington, N.C. Jacob May 
www.mayequip.com 

$15.80 $48.00 5 Champion of the list 
with a 42.3-percent 
rental volume leap. Is 
opening state-of-the-
art facility in 
Lexington, N.C. in 
July, and a new 
location in Charlotte 
this summer. 
Founded 20 years 
ago by Bert and 
Jacob May. 
Specializing in heavy 
earthmoving 
throughout the 
Southeast. 

94 LALONDE EQUIPMENT RENTALS 
(99) Signal Hill, Calif. Janelle 
Reusch www.rjlalonde.com 

$15.70 n/a 3 Also a heavy 
equipment rental 
specialist, with a 
12.1-percent rental 
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volume increase. Led 
by Janelle Reusch 
and her brother Brian 
LaLonde. Caterpillar, 
Volvo, John Deere 
and Komatsu are its 
top brands. 

95 STRONGCO EQUIPMENT (82) 
Mississauga, Ontario Robert 
Beutel www.strongco.com  

$15.40 $361.30 30 Sale of U.S. 
subsidiary Chadwick-
BaRoss contributed 
to lower revenue 
numbers. Also sales 
of several large 
cranes to a project in 
Quebec in the fourth 
quarter of 2015 were 
not repeated in 2016. 
Strongco expects 
business conditions 
to be relatively flat in 
2017, but has cut 
costs, restructured 
and now has a 
younger fleet. 
Weaker conditions in 
oil and gas markets 
in Alberta cut into 
revenues as well. 
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96 EQUIPMENT FINDERS (-) 
Nashville, Tenn. Scott Hatcher 
www.efitn.com 

$15.30 $19.90 1 Big in booms, 
scissorlifts, 
telehandlers, forklifts, 
generators and 
earthmoving. Double-
digit growth in 2016 
compared to 2015, 
after double-digit 
growth in 2015 
compared to '14. 
Added $16 million in 
fleet during last two 
years. 

97 BIRCH EQUIPMENT RENTALS & 
SALES (98) Sarah Rothenbuhler 
Bellingham, Wash. 
www.birchequipment.com  

$15.00 n/a 8 Providing full line 
construction/industrial 
equipment rental and 
sales throughout 
primary markets of 
Washington and 
Alaska. Continued 
focus on Kaizen, lean 
management and 
GPS capabilities. 
Getting ready to 
launch a proprietary 
app for customer 
project planning and 
management. 
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98 ILLINI HI-REACH (100) Crown 
Point, Ind. Larry Workman 
www.hi-reach.com 

$14.00 n/a 8 Opened new Crown 
Point, Ind., 
headquarters and got 
it fully functional. A 
small rental volume 
increase as new 
customer business 
was up compared to 
2015. Basic focus for 
2017 will be the same 
as '16: increasing 
new customer base, 
doing more customer 
service work, 
increasing focus on 
extending the life of 
the rental fleet with 
refurbishing in Crown 
Point location. Capex 
money mostly will be 
for used equipment 
for increased 
ROI/expansion plans 
in first half of 2017. 
Plans for software 
advances for trucking 
and dispatch to be 
100 percent 
implemented by mid-
year. 
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99 LIZZY LIFT (101) Elmhurst, Ill. 
Jennifer Lombard, president; 
Elizabeth Faruzzi, operations 
manager www.lizzylift.com 

$13.60 n/a 2 Nearly a 9-percent 
rental volume 
increase. In 2016 
was awarded several 
Minority Women 
Business Owners 
and National 
Women's Business 
Enterprises 
certification. Now 
certified by a wide 
range of Chicago and 
state of Illinois 
organizations, and 
elsewhere including 
the Port Authority of 
New York and New 
Jersey. Specializes in 
aerial and material 
handling, niche items 
such as Versa Lifts 
and hoist lifts. Based 
in Chicago area, but 
rents and sells 
nationally and 
internationally. 

100 AACTION RENTS (106) Windsor, 
Calif. John Grill 
www.aactionrents.com 

$12.50 n/a 6 Leading rental 
company in Sonoma, 
Mendocino and 
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Solano counties 
north and east of San 
Francisco Bay Area. 
Continues steady 
annual growth with a 
wide range of 
equipment from tools 
to earthmoving and 
aerial. Familyowned 
business now more 
than 40 years in 
business. 

101 ROAD MACHINERY (97) Phoenix 
Sloan Brooks 
www.roadmachinery.com  

$12.30 n/a 11 New Mexico and 
West Texas 
operations were sold 
back to Komatsu and 
now are under the 
name Komatsu 
Southwest. Dave 
Silbar appointed 
rental sales manager; 
Jamie Carson 
promoted to general 
manager of sales and 
rentals. 

102 A TOOL SHED (107) Santa Cruz, 
Calif. Robert Pedersen 
www.atoolshed.com 

$12.00 n/a 7 Business keeps 
moving forward in 
Silicon Valley for 
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venerable, family-
owned northern 
California rental 
company. 

103 EXCAVATOR RENTAL SERVICES 
(_) Camas, Wash. Jerry & Mary 
Sauer www.erswest.com  

$11.60 $16.10 5 ERS was named No. 
2883 on Inc. 5000 
2016 list, and was 
Business of the Year 
in Camas in 2016. 
Also won Vancouver 
Business Journal 
2016 fastest-growing 
company over 10 
years old. Has more 
than excavators with 
a full range of tools, 
suppliers, aerial 
equipment and more. 
Serves the 
communities of 
Camas, Wash. ; 
Hood River, Ore. ; 
Wilsonville, Ore., and 
surrounding areas. 
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